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We asked, you answered 

an innovative method to sourcing answers to 
pressing health policy and health care questions

CAHSPR 2016 Panel Discussion
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Our Panel

Greg Horne
National Lead, Healthcare

SAS

Yoshiko Nakamachi
ASP Lead, Program Manager

Sinai Health System - University 
Health Network Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Program

Simon Hagens -
Moderator
Director, Benefits Realization 

Canada Health Infoway
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Erika Yates
Senior Research Project Manager
Institute for Clinical Evaluative 
Sciences

Tracy Johnson
Director, Health System Analysis 
and Emerging Issues
Canadian Institute for Health 
Information (CIHI)

Chi - Ling Joanna Sinn
PhD Candidate
School of Public Health and Health 
Systems, University of Waterloo
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13
Questions

64/77
days

51
submissions

41
judges

Data Impact 
Challenges

imaginenationchallenge.ca



©Canada Health Infoway 2016

Example:  How Often do Patients Receive 
Repeat Lab Tests Within 90 Days?

4

Submission

90 Day Duplication 

Rate Scope of exams 

Geographic 

/population 

scope

Sample size Timeframe

1 17.5% All outpatient All of Ontario 114 Million 

tests

Feb 2014 ï

Apr 2015

2 Range: 11.5% -14.3%

Average: 13.3%  

(30257/227768)

Outpatient tests for 

LDL, HbA1c, TSH and 

HB

Large primary 

care organization 

(Ontario)

0.23 Million 

tests 

2013 -2015

3 18.7% Hospital outpatient Large hospital 

pathology lab 

(Nova Scotia)

4.30 Million 

tests 

2011 -2014

4 Range: 0% -7.1%

Average: 6.0%

(179534/2977837)

HCV, syphilis and HIV All of British 

Columbia

2.98 Million 

tests 

2010 -2014

5 41.3% Inpatient and outpatient 

for 24 common tests

Calgary 1.4 Million 

people

Jan-Dec 2014

6 Abnormal results 

range: 20% -50%

Normal results range: 

5% -20%

Outpatient tests for 

HbAc1, TSH, and K 

All of Ontario 1.75 million Jul 2013 ï

June 2015 
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Yoshiko Nakamachi

ASP Lead, Program Manager
Sinai Health System - University Health 

Network Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program
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Yoshiko Nakamachi

Program Manager, Antimicrobial Stewardship Program

Sinai Health System - University Health Network ASP

www.antimicrobialstewardship.com

CAHSPR panel on Canada Health InfowayôsData Impact Challenge II

May 11, 2016

CRACKING THE VAULT ON
ANTIMICROBIAL DATA

http://www.antimicrobialstewardship.com/


Inst i tute  for  Cl in ical  Evaluat ive Sciences

Team CASPAR
Consortium of Antimicrobial Stewardship
Programs Against Resistance
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CCISOntarioôs Critical Care 

Information System
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Before ASP After ASP

14% 

What is the Reduction in Antimicrobial Use in Hospitals 
with Antimicrobial Stewardship Programs (ASP)?
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Greg Horne

National Lead, Healthcare
SAS
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Chi-Ling Joanna Sinn

PhD Candidate
School of Public Health and Health 

Systems, University of Waterloo
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www.interrai.org

www.interraicanada.uwaterloo.ca 

Team interRAIders (of the lost data)
L-R: Raquel Betini, PhD(c), Sophie Hogeveen, PhD(c), Chi-Ling 

Joanna Sinn, PhD(c), Byung Wook Chang, PhD, John Hirdes, PhD, 

Luke Turcotte, PhD(c)

What portion of older adults (65+) have been 

prescribed benzodiazepine or other sedative-

hypnotics for insomnia, agitation, or delirium?



www.interrai.org

www.interraicanada.uwaterloo.ca 

ÅData source (Canadian Institute for Health Information Ą University of Waterloo)

ÅRAI MDS 2.0 in the Continuing Care Reporting System

ÅRAI Home Care in the Home Care Reporting System

ÅFrom 2009ï2014, proportion of persons with 

insomnia, agitation, or delirium 

receiving anxiolytics or 

hypnotics

ÅŹin Long-Term Care 

ÅŹin Complex Continuing 

Care 

Åŷin long-stay Home Care* 

*Insomnia not measured in RAI Home Care
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Erika Yates

Senior Research Project Manager
Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences
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Inst i tute  for  Cl in ical  Evaluat ive SciencesInst i tute  for  Cl in ical  Evaluat ive Sciences

CAHSPR CONFERENCE 2016

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016

ERIKA YATES

erika.yates@ices.on.ca

Answering Data Impact Challenge 
Questions at the Institute for Clinical 
Evaluative Sciences



Answering Data Impact Challenge questions at ICES

Recognition at outset that clear organizational approach required to enable 

participation

Guiding principles

Å Proposals driven by research staff from across the ICES network

Å Proposals subject to internal review and adjudication

Å Submissions subject to privacy requirements

Å Investment (funding for staff time) provided by ICES (25 hours per team)

With óhouse rulesô in 

place, invitation to 

participate extended

Teams created, 

proposals written and 

submitted

Proposals 

adjudicated

Privacy requirements 

fulfilled

Analysis and 

reporting completed


